PLACES OF INTEREST

Hyderabad is the most important and interesting
place  in  Andhra  Pradesh.    Hyderabad,   capital of
Andhra Pradesh is the 6th largest city In India with
a population of about 2.2 million as per 1981 Census.
It consists of twin cities of Hyderabad and Secun-
derabad   linked  by   the   mile-long bund  of three
centuries old Hussain Sagar lake, popularly termed
as Tank Bund, a favourite  promenade for the citi-
zens and tourists,    it is invested with great natural
beauty,  Medieval,   Indian,  Saracenic  Mughal   and
Colonial architecture great in exuberance and rich-
ness,  rarely found in  other parts of the country.
Simply the  splendour of  Medieval   India   unfolds
itself.  With a cosmopolitan population, the city has
a genial and hospitable atmosphere.   Its population,
its architecture,  its  linguistic  composition,  every
thing  mirrors the  basic unity   and  underlies   the
regional  diversity  in   India.    For  the  North, it  is
South,  for the South,  it is North.    Actually  it is a
bridge between  the  two.   To cover  Hyderabad is
covering   India   in   miniature.    Its location  amidst
wild and rocky scenery with isolated granite  hills,
its gardens,  tanks and bridges,  the Golconda  fort,
the  famous  Qutub Shahi tombs  and the   Hussain
Sagar lake contribute to its charm.   Bolarum where
the Southern home of the President  of the  Indian
Union,  the Rashtrapathi  Nilayam  is located,   the
famous Salar Jung  Museum and a host  of other
historical  monuments contribute to its  charm and
glory.     Secunderabad too  has some   of   the old
monumental  buildings reminding  one  of its long
association with the  British rule   in India.    The St.
John's Church and the  St. Mary's Cathedral  built
in AD 1,847 are beautiful specimens of architecture.
The king Edward Memorial Hospital, now known as
the  Gandhi  Hospital,   in the  heart of town, the
Mehbub College  High School, the   Somasundaram
Library and Reading room, the Albert Reading room
and Library and the St. Joseph's Orphanage are some
of the fine old buildings.    Secunderabad is now the
headquarters of the South Central Railway.  Begum-
pet possesses the civil aerodrome and meteorological
observatory.    Hyderabad city contains innumerable
archaeological historical, educational *and  recrea-
tional places of interest and is a tourist paradise.
The mast important of these are described briefly

in the succeeding paragraphs. The archaeological
and historical places include, among other things,
the Golconda Fort, Qutub Shahi Tombs, the famous
Charminar, Macca Masjid and Faluknuma Palace. In
addition to these, there are innumerable places
which have educational, cultural and recreational
interests such as Osmania University, the majestic
State Library building, the Hussain Sagar, the
Naubat Pahad with both Venkateswara Temple and
Birla's Planetarium.

GoIcoBcta Fort : It is situated at a distance of
11.5 Kms. outside the city. It was built on pictur-
esque granite hill about 122 metres high and
surrounded by a rampart. This legendary fort, once
famous for its diamond market, was the capital of
the Qutub Shahi kings who ruled the surrounding
territories from 1518 to 1687 A.D. Now partly in
ruins, it was a massive structure with a surroun-
ding wall with 8 gates. The fort originally belonged
to the Kakatiya rulers who ruled the surrounding
areas from Warangal, their capital city. They ceded
it to the Bahmanis, who changed its mud constru-
ction into mosonry. From Bahmanis, Golccnda
passed on to their successors, the Qutub Shahis.
The most remarkable feature of this fort is its
system of acoustics whereby a clapping of hands at
the entry gate can be heard at the top of the fort
some 19 metres high.Water wasraised by an ingenious
system through laminated clay pipes and persian
wheels to coo! the roof gardens and high wailed
palaces. The fort was attacked twice by Emperor
Aurangzeb who succeed in taking it in the second
attempt in 1687 A.D.after a siege of 8 months and
with the help oftrecherous Qutub Shahi General.
The fort has eight gates but only four are used by
the visitors now.Thefort is now approached through
the Banjara Darwaza which is the south-east of the
tombs. On the summit of the hill-fort there is a
Baradari. It is three storeyed pavilion with open
arches on all sides giving a magnificient view of
the country around. It is said, in a corner of Bara-
dari that there was opening of an underground
passage to Gosha Mahal which is at a distance of
about 8 kilometres. The fort, though in ruins, is
worth visiting.